By JOHN DALMAS
Staff Writer

v

’ Dedication and unveiling
¥ in Philadelphia of a massive

bronze mermorial to Armehi-
= an martyrs designed and
2 executed by Khoren Der
< Harootian of Piermont will
take place Saturday.

Commissioned by the Ar-
menian Bicentennial Com-
5 memoration Committee, the
= $100,000 sculpture was re-
cently completed in Pier-
mont by Der Harootian, and
consists of a 14-foot-high
bronze statue of ‘‘Meher,” a
legendary sixth century
A.D. Armenian hero. The
statue is mounted atop 2
7%-foot-high granite base
containing four bronze pan-
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icated on

els depicting scenes from
Armenian history.

PERMANENTLY in-
stalled in a small triangular
park adjacent to the Phila-
delphia Museum of Art, the
memorial will be dedicated
Saturday to the one million
Armenians slain in Turkey
during the ‘‘Genocide of
1915.”” April 24 on the Arme-
nian calendar is known as
Armenian Martyrs Day and
marks the first day of mas-
sacre that year.

" In keeping with the Bicen-
tennial, the memorial is be-
ing presented to the city of
Philadelphia as a token of
gratitude for 200 years of
hospitality extended Arme-
nian immigrants by the

United States. A plague at
the base of the memorial
expresses this gratitude.

A noted sculptor, -Der
Harecotian was born in 1909
in the village of Ashodavan
in Turkish Armenia. As a
hoy of six he saw the Turks
torture and kill many of his
family, including his father,
who was the village priest.
Escaping into the hills with
his mother, Der Harootian
witnessed many other atroc-
ities and the destruction of
Armenian property before
he eventually made his way
to the .S, He and his wife,
Hermine, have lived in
Piermont since 1950.

“MEHER” (pronounced
ma-HAIR), Der Harootian
said, is one of four genera-

. Staff photos- Art Samo
Memorial panel depicting Battle of Avariar, 451 A.D.
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tions of Christian Armenian
heroes,  beginning with Sa-

nassar, Meher’s father, and

continuing with his son,
David of Sasoun, and his
grandson, known as ‘“Young
Meher.”

“All four heroes had to
deal with invasions of Ar-
menia by neighboring peo-
ples,”” Der Harootian said.
“In Meher's case it was an
invasion by Arabs, which he
successfully repulsed. The
heroes remained vivid in
the minds of most Armeni-

ans, and whenever Armenia ~

was invaded, every individ-
ual became like one of the
heroes. That’s how Armenia
survived.”

The titles of the four pan-
els in the memorial, he
said, are “The Battle of
Avarair,” showing St. Var-
tan fighting the Persians in

451 A.D.; “The Last Survi-
vors’’; “Protector of the Ar--

menian Culture’’; and ““The
Future.”

 DERHAROOTIAN,
whose sculpture is in the
permanent collections of the
Metropolitan Museum of
Art, the Whitney Museum,
and the Pennsylvania Acad-
emy of Fine Art, has visited
Soviet Armenia on three oc-
casions, he said, the last
time in 1971 at the invitation
of the Soviet Committee for
Cultural Relations with Ar-
menians Abroad. The com-
mittee sponsored an exhib-
ition of the sculptor’s work
that year in Erevan, the
capital of Scviet Armenia.

rial

Khoren Der Harootian with plaster cast
of Meher, legendary Armenion hero
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J. Chooses
ominees
For Congress

Two state assemblymen and
ap Ocean City lawyer won
Dermocratic congtessional
nominations In South Jersey
in yesterday's primary elec-
tions and will face three Re-

ed in the primary.

The Democratic vietidrs

district, William T. Hughes, a
lawyer from Ocean City,

- the 2d district, and Burling-

ton  County  Assemblyman
Charies B. Yates of Edgewa-
ter Park in the 6th district..

Despite ideal weather, th&
turnout was reporied te be

publican incumbents unoppgs’’

- were Camden Assemblyman”
James J. Floric in the Ist

Brown's son wins California
race, Story on Page 3.

=TI,

Ivery low throughout the state,

specially in South Jersey,
where only 10 percent nf those

- eligible voted in some Aveas.
:Only one voter in sevet show-

‘ed up in Salém County.

* The Races

Florio easily defeated- twao
Democratic opponents, Walter
C. Gebelein Jr. of Gloucéster
Township and Ms. Judith L.
Holzer of Washington Town-
ship.

He will oppose GOP incum-
bent Rep. John E. Huat, 85,
of Pitman in the district that
includes Gloucester County
and part of Camden Cousnty.

Hughes finished on top in 4
field of six candidates, in-
cluding Atlantic County Free-
holder-Director Michas! Mat-
thews. . .

Hughes. a veteran cam-
paigner, won & second shot at
Republican incumbent Charles
W. Sandman Jr., 32, of Erma
Park, who narrowly beat him
in 1970. The district includes
Cape May, Cumberiand, Atlan-
tic and Salem counties and

parts of Ocean and Burlington

counties.
The Qutlook

Yates also defeated five
opponents. including Camden
County Clerk Michael J. Keat- -
ing of Haddon Township and
Daniel J. Carluccio, a Toms
River lawyer.

Yates will face mcumbent
Rep. Edwin B. Forsythe, 58,
of Moorestown ‘in “d district
which includes parts'of Bur-

Plagse Turn fo Page 4,°Col. 4

Late Sports
RACING. .
24, LIBERTY BELL
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tennal When completed in Apn[ of 1976 Work}Wl 1--be i5 feet hlgh and it on-

a four foot base
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 Bulletin Art Critie
' Arménian-Americans
presenting’ - Philadelphta 'a
$100,000  ‘sculpture. - for the

-Bicentennial year. .

The - work, - by 65-year-ofd

: "'Armeman-born sculptor Khio-

cotian, was comt-

o P S

de!phza Chapter nghis lof

'-aré “ Vartan,a- gervice a,nd frater-. 1o

the Armeman .

T of the committee are mesting
shows “Young Mehert,” a;_) today -with the . Fairmount
mythalogmal Armenian-sav-_ Park Commission at Belmiont,
ior figure, hnldmg a. Cross; - Mansien, The ' Commission

“The: sculptor and" memhersc

Ry CAROL L. RITCH
Veteran Upper Darby politi-

. ¢al boss Samuel R. Dickey

atingunced today he is quift-
ing the Delaware County Re-
publican Board of Supervisors
(War Board), for decades the
dominant force in Delaware
nty gevernment and poli-

estizative -articles in The
Bulletin during the last two
months.

These - articles have dealt
with violations of election
laws, abuses of political pa-
tronage, waste and lack of
efficiency -in  county govern-
ment and payoffs to political
leaders.

Dickey's departure drama-
tizes a growing split on the
board which finds the Upper

Darby ~and Chester. factiong .

opposing the Ridiey Township
contingent  represented by

County Commissioner Nich-
olas F. Catania.

Citing irreconcilable differ-
snces with War Board policy,
Dickey said he was getting
Gut.

“I'm not in accord with
Harry McNichol,” he ex-
plained, “with what he szid to
thé paper to the effect that
Democrats are not admitted
to Fair Acres (thé county
home for the aged).

‘Entitled to Admission’

T thought that was just
terrible. It seunded asining to
me. M McNichol waats 1o
give out a2 statement that he
dozsn’t “allow Democrats to
get into Fair Acres, m not
going to be a part of the War
Board. Anybody is entitled to
be admitted.

T said this years ago. John
McClure knew I felt that way,
but that’ was vears age. Tn
Upper Darby, to my knowl-
édge, we never check politi-

“tal registration with respect

to Fair Acres.”

McNichol s
hoth
Commissioners. and the War
Board, In a recent interview
withh. The Bulletin, he ‘ac-
knowledged- political affilta-

chairman of

. fion is a factor governing ad-

mission fo the county nursing

. home.

Dickey said he would not

. Tormally tender his resigna-
. tion “but would “just talk to

our great leaders and say
“‘count me but. I'mrnet in ac-

cord with what you gentle-
men dre doing, so [ will say

. goodby.*”?

Speculation en Eyre
There has heen speculation

.tHat Chester Republican lead-

er Joseph-L. Eyre also will
quit -the War Board. The de-
partures of Eyre and Dickey
would Jeave .two.of the coun-
ty's most populous areas un-

et of A’ serieE ofvige i

the county Board of-

Samuel B. Dickey
... count me oyt

Stafe Stores
Raise Price
n 288 ltems

DAVID RUNKEL

By

Builetin Harrisburg B‘ureau
"Harrishurg — The price of:
in - Pennsylvania-
increased - af-
average of 27 C“Ellta & bottle

238 items
state” - stores:

today.

But the ﬁrmcu of 12 impﬂrt«
€d wines declined. j

The increases are die 1o

higher costs by the distitiery
-and distributors.
trol Board Chairman Gefig

F. Rosciali said the vendars-
submif

required to
sworn  affidavits  that  the
hoosts were not the result
of increased profit marginz.

Increases on 83 other items
were also approved by the
board, but these increasés
will not ge into sffect until

WEI'E .

current -inventories ars dee-

pleted; Roscigli :said.
Shapp’s Ideas-

With - the -latest mcrease;';'
1,706 items have gone dp ui
price since the Shapp ddmin-:.

istration ook -control” of the
board 17 months ago. TJlers
areabout ‘2,000 items soid
state stores:

- Meanwhile, Governor Shap

announced his  support’ for-

couverting 100 state storssi
seli-service operations::

alsosaid he favors - gegvsial

changés in the liquor:laws;

including ove to alloW pur-
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